A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE
Plane, which stands in the centre of the town of Cos (Plate xi).
Under the shade of its branches, now so carefully supported by
props of wood and pillars of stone, Hippocrates is reputed to have
taught his pupils, holding an open-air clinic. Two thousand
five hundred years is a great age for a tree, yet one would fain
believe that this is a genuine living memento of the great teacher,
a vital link between him and those who learn from him even
to-day. At all events it is, as it should be, a place of pious pilgrim-
age for all physicians. Hippocrates lived a long life, and although
the date of his death is not known with accuracy, it was probably
355 B.C. Although he lived mainly at Cos, he was a great traveller,
like the other wise men of his day, and he practised in Thessaly,
Athens, and other places, and eventually died at Larissa.
None of the busts and statues of Hippocrates which still exist
can be regarded as an authentic portrait, but all depict a dignified,
thoughtful, and gracious figure, and one can well imagine him
as an inspiring teacher and an ideal physician (Plate xii).
The Hippocratic Collection
Although we know very little of the man himself, we have in
the Hippocratic Collection, or Corpus Hippocraticum, a complete
exposition of his methods. Hippocrates was not the sole author
of the hundred or more books which make up the collection, but
that does not detract from their value as he certainly inspired
them all. It would serve no useful purpose to discuss, as has so
often been done, which of the works were genuinely those of
Hippocrates, or whether there was more than one physician and
author named Hippocrates. It will be more profitable to illus-
trate, by quotation from the books which are generally acknow-
ledged to be most truly Hippocratic, what were the ideas and
ideals, the methods and procedures, which inspired the Father
of Medicine.
In studying the works of Hippocrates no one can fail to remark
his high standard of ethical conduct, his insistence on prognosis,
his accuracy of observation, and his clarity in recording cases,
A knowledge of Greek is no longer essential for such a study,
as the works of Hippocrates have been translated into many
languages, and have been the subject of innumerable commentaries.
Some of the works, notably the Aphorisms, were used as textbooks
until the beginning of the nineteenth century, and it is perhaps
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